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Letters
To the

yo

bditor

C.1.A. 3

To the Editor

With reference to your recent
review of “The CiA and the
Cult of Intelligence,” by Mar-
chetti and Marks, and Myles
Copeland’s “Without Cloak and!
Dagger” (Aug. 18), why was'
Marchetti enjoined and his book!
censored? His revelations wers|
not earthshaking. ]

Here, the contrast with Myles!
Copeland is invaluable. “With-,
out Cloak and Dagger” is @
virtual panegyric for the C.IA, |
full of the romanticism of in-|
teilizgance, the mystigue of
professionalism and experiise,
myths of espionage and inteli-
gence coups. Copeland's themes
parallel the current CLA. pub-
lic relations line. Moreover his
book is virtually devoid of ex-
amples or facts, relying solely
on the authoritative tene to
carry the argument. Curiousty
it appears on the stands in
time to assuage the C.LA’s
post-Watergate critics  and
compete with the Marchetti-
Marks DOOXK.

aarcheiti and Marks look at
the agency with a jaundiced
eye. It details the C.LA's
foibles and follies, dispelling
the romantic mystique the

N
PSS

agency nurtures so carefully. .

1t also provides a sirong case
for the terminativn of covert
activitiess abroad and for
greater restrictions on the
agency’'s overall activities and
budget.

Marchetti was enjoined in

April, 1973 as -the tide of
VWatergate was rising. 1t was:
the Nixon Administration's sec- |
ond attempt to establish legal
precedent for prior censor--
ship. A temporary injunction :
was issued in the Pentagon:

Papers case. This time a clear
legal ruling was made in favor
of prior censorship of classifiad
material (whether injurious to
the national interest or not).
The Govermment now has pre-
cedent for censoring publica-
tion of classified information
by former Government officials.

. 'This, is it seems, was the Ad-
ministration’s primary goal
znd the public’s primary loss.
For, if the C.LA. can control
information published zbout
it, who can control the CILAZ?
And after our recent national
nightmare who can doubt that
Government censorship in the
name of mnational security
poses a far greater threal to

our security and liberty than
the revelations . a hundfzd

Marchettis might maka? Is the
nightmare really over if legal
precedent remains? Unless it
is overturned by the courls;
or removed by Congress the!
specter of censorship will,

haunt vs.” ROBERT BORCSAGE

Director of the Center for|
National Security Studies. |
Washingtonl
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